
  
 

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 
Statute, Rule or Standard Policy Interpretation:  Rescue Windows in Existing Day Care 

Centers 
 

Title: Fire Prevention and Safety 
Part: 41 Ill. Adm. Code 100 
Section Number: 100.7(b) 
Section Title: Modifications to the Life Safety Code 
Policy Number: 07-FP-003 

 
Purpose: This instruction provides for current policy and guidance to ensure uniform enforcement 

of the 2000 edition of the National Fire Protection Association’s Life Safety Code. 
Specifically, the policy addresses requirements (or relaxation of requirements) for the 
presence of a rescue window in client occupied rooms of existing day care centers. 

 
Scope: Statewide 
 
Current Code: Section 17.2.11.1 of the 2000 ed. of the NFPA Life Safety Code currently requires that 

rescue windows be provided for any room with client occupancy in an existing day care 
center. 

 
Enforcement Policy: The OSFM will not enforce Section 17.2.11.1 in existing day care centers and thus 

rescue windows are not required. 
 Note: The corresponding Section 16.2.11.1 for new day care center occupancies remains 

valid and is enforced by the OSFM. 
 
Reason: The requirement for the presence of a rescue window in existing day care centers was not 

present in the 1991 edition of the Life Safety Code (the previous edition of the LSC that 
was adopted and enforced by the Illinois OSFM). The requirement first appeared for 
existing day care centers in the 2000 edition of the LSC. Therefore, upon adoption of the 
2000 ed. of the LSC on January 1, 2002, all existing day care centers were required to 
retroactively comply with the rescue window requirement that had been added to the 
requirements of the Life Safety Code. Research indicates that this requirement was added 
to the LSC without specific knowledge of any catastrophic event or negative statistical 
history to prompt the action. Retroactively enforcing this requirement on all existing day 
care centers would result in the inability to use any interior room of an existing day care 
center, or any room that did not have a properly sized window, even though such day 
care centers had prior to this been inspected and complied for several years by the OSFM 
using the Life Safety Code. 

 
Effective Date: December 2003. 


