
2014 Summary of Fireworks Injuries in Illinois 
 
In June 2014, the Division of Fire Prevention requested data from 293 hospitals 
within the State to determine various facts about injuries associated with fireworks 
occurring during a four-week time period, which included the July 4th holiday. 

 
Some of the information on the injury reporting form was not completed in full; 
therefore we cannot guarantee 100% accurate information. The number of responding 
hospitals were down from last year’s 78 to 61 respondents. Twenty of the 61 hospitals 
responding to the survey had no fireworks related injuries during the time period of 
June 23 through July 20, 2014. 

 
There were 127 persons injured by fireworks this year. Injuries to males increased 
from 72 to 91; female injuries decreased to 36 from last year’s 43. 

 
The fireworks causing the highest number of injuries were the “unknowns” at 31; 
followed by sparklers wire/wood cord (22) and firecrackers at 21. The “unknown” type 
is usually marked when the person injured is not the one actually handling the 
firework, but happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time. 

 
Injuries affecting fingers (46) and hands (37) were the highest this year with a 
combined total of 83, followed by eye injuries at 28. Second degree burns were the 
leading type of injury at 58, followed by 28 first degree burns. The age range 
category of 22 and over reported the most injuries with 74 total. 
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