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Occupancy Required Locations Power Supply Reference Notes 

NEW Building 
(Constructed 

on or after 
January 1, 

2002) 

One- and Two-Family 
Dwelling 

Outside every sleeping area in the 
immediate vicinity of the bedrooms, 
inside each sleeping room, and on 
all floors, including the basement. 

Hardwired into the 
building’s electrical 

system and no back-
up power required 

NFPA 101, Sections 
24.3.4 and 9.6.2.10 

All smoke alarms within the living unit 
shall be arranged so that operation of any 
smoke alarm shall cause the alarm in all 
smoke alarms within the living unit. 

Multifamily Buildings 
(such as apartment 

buildings and 
condominiums, ≥ 3 

dwelling units) 

Outside every sleeping area in the 
immediate vicinity of the bedrooms, 
inside each sleeping room, and on 
all floors, including the basement. 

Hardwired into the 
building electrical 

system and no back-
up power required 

NFPA 101, Sections 
30.3.4.5 and 9.6.2.10 

All smoke alarms within the living unit 
shall be arranged so that operation of any 
smoke alarm shall cause the alarm in all 
smoke alarms within the living unit. 

Lodging and Rooming 
Homes 

(≤ 16 residents) 
Installed in every sleeping room. 

Hardwired into the 
building’s electrical 

system and no back-
up power required 

NFPA 101, Sections 
26.3.3.5 and 9.6.2.10 Not required to be interconnected. 

Existing 
Building 

(Constructed 
before January 

1, 2002) 

One- and Two-Family 
Dwelling 

Outside every sleeping area in the 
immediate vicinity of the bedrooms 
and on all levels of the dwelling unit, 
including basements. 

Battery NFPA 101, Sections 
24.3.4 and 9.6.2.10 Not required to be interconnected 

Multifamily Buildings 
(such as apartment 

buildings and 
condominiums, ≥ 3 

dwelling units) 

Outside every sleeping area in the 
immediate vicinity of the bedrooms 
and on all levels of the dwelling unit, 
including basements 

Hardwired into the 
building’s electrical 
system. No back-up 

power required. 

NFPA 101, Sections 
31.3.4.5 and 9.6.2.10 Not required to be interconnected. 

Lodging and Rooming 
Homes 

(≤ 16 residents) 
Installed in every sleeping room. 

Battery powered 
smoke alarms are 

permitted if the 
facility demonstrates 

a reliable battery 
replacement 

program 

NFPA 101, Sections 
26.3.3.5 and 9.6.2.10 Not required to be interconnected. 
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