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Eighteenth Annual 
Illinois Fallen Firefighter Memorial 

and  
Firefighter Medal of Honor Awards  

Ceremony 

May 12, 2011 
Beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the State Capitol Lawn 

Southwest Corner on Statue Row 

Continuing in the Prairie Capital Convention Center 

Springfield, Illinois 



Eighteenth Annual 
Illinois Fallen Firefighter Memorial 

Ceremony Program  

Presenta t ion of Color s ................ Associa ted Fire Fighter s of Illinois Honor  Guard  

Invocat ion  ............... Father  J ohn Ouper , Lisle-Woodr idge Fire Protect ion Dist r ict  

 

Illinois Firefighter Memorial 



 

Dedicated to the Firefighters  
of Illinois  

 

In 1993 the Illinois Fire Services Association unanimously agreed 

that a monument should be erected to serve as the official mem-

orial; it was to be located on the grounds adjacent to the state Capi-

tol building. The Memorial would be viewed by thousands of visi-

tors year „round. The Firefighter Medal of Honor Committee, ap-

pointed by the Governor, assumed the responsibility of bringing the 

Memorial to reality. 

Working with the Secretary of State‟s office, the Office of the State 

Fire Marshal, and a nationally recognized sculptor, the committee 

developed a design concept to transform the site into a Memorial in 

which the fire service of Illinois would be proud. The Illinois Fire-

fighter Memorial is dedicated to the firefighters of Illinois, who 

have given their lives in the line of duty and to those firefighters 

who heroically serve with courage, pride and honor. 

The artist was commissioned to design and construct an original 

bronze work of art consisting of four life-size figures of firefighters 

in full gear, a child, a ladder and hose. Each adult figure is ap-

proximately 6‟ 2” tall if in a standing position and represents the 

firefighters in full protective clothing, in action. 

The art was created through the “lost wax” method of bronze cast-

ing and is finished in an antique bronze fire-on patina suitable for 

exterior exhibition, signed and dated by the artist. The figures are 

situated on a cairn 14 feet high consisting of Renaissance stone. 

There are 2,400 red paver bricks which are enclosed by a 2 foot 

wall with capstones engraved with contributor‟s names. 

It is here, at the Illinois Firefighter Memorial, that we honor those 

who have made the supreme sacrifice. 

Illinois Fallen Firefighter   
and 

Medal of Honor Awards Ceremony Program 
 

Post ing of Color s  ........................ Associa ted Fire Fighter s of Illinois Honor  Guard  

In t roduct ions.……..Medal of Honor  Chairman,  FF/PM Timot hy Clemens, Wilmet te FD 

Test imonial………………..Scholar ship Recipient  Sarah McKillop  

Remarks -  Invit ed to Speak ................................................... Pat  Quinn, Governor  

                                                                                                    Sheila  Simon, Lt . Governor  

Lisa  Madigan, At torney General 

J esse White, Secretary of Sta te 

J udy-Bar r  Topinka, Compt roller  

Dan Ruther ford, Treasurer  

Fallen  Firefighter  Bell Ceremony ............................................. AFFI Honor  Guard 

J eff Bruno, AFFI Honor  Guard Sta te Commander , Kankakee FD 

J oseph Baumgar tner , AFFI Honor  Guard Deputy Sta te Commander , Bolingbrook FD  

J eremy DeJ ournet t , AFFI Honor  Guard Deputy Sta te Commander , Belleville FD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duty Death Gold Badge Award 
Presented by ....................................... Lawrence T. Matkait is, Sta te Fire Marshal 

 

T he Duty Death  Gold  Badge is an award of Honor given to the fam ily of a  

firefighter deceased in , or as a result of, the perform ance of duty. 

Honorees 
Firefighter  Gary L. Cummins, Brocton Volunteer  Fire Protect ion Dist r ict  

Firefighter /EMT Corey Ankum, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Edward J . Str inger , Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /Paramedic Chr istopher  Wheat ley, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Assistant  Chief Thomas Innes, Hindsboro Fire Protect ion Dist r ict  

Deputy Chief Mark J ohnson, Hinsdale Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /Paramedic Br ian  Colin  Carey, Homewood Fire Depar tment  

Lieutenant  Frank Fouts V, Kankakee F ire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Kur t  Meusel, Scales-Mounds Fire Depar tment  

 
 



Certificate of Recognition Award  
T he Certificate of Recognition acknowledges those nom inated for their  

dedication to the principles and traditions of the fire service, to the 

state and the com m unity, with  honor and in tegrity. 

Recipients 
Kankankee Fire Depar tment , B-Shift  

F irefighter  Drew Gustafson, Maywood Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  David Krefft , Maywood Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Anthony Morrone, Maywood Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Steven Wojtowycz, Maywood Fire Depar tment  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Firefighter Excellence Award 
T he Firefighter Excellence Award is awarded for an act of service in  the line of 

duty, dem onstrating excellence and professionalism  in  service  

to the citizens of the S tate of Illinois. 

Recipients 
Lieutenant  Mark Allen , Decat ur  Fire Depar tment  

Capta in  Todd McKenzie, Decatur  Fire Depar tment  

Lieutenant  Adam Ruderman, Decatur  Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Ken Celada, Lincolnwood Fire Depar tment  

Lieutenant  Bryan Pierce, Lincolnwood Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Br ian  Woznicki, Lincolnwood Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Michael Stapleton, Quincy Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Rober t  Callahan, Waukegan F ire Depar tment  

Lieutenant  Doug Camarato, Waukegan Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /Paramedic Troy Lynch, Waukegan Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /Paramedic Tim McGrain , Waukegan Fire Depar tment  

 

 

Medal of Valor Award 

Presented by ............................... F irefighter  Medal of Honor  Commit tee Members  

Stor ies Read by ....................................................... Max Armstrong, Commissioner  

Lisle-Woodr idge Fire Dist r ict  Board/Broadcaster  

 

T he Medal of Valor award is given by the state of Illinois to a firefighter for an 

act of  heroism  or bravery that clearly dem onstrated courage and dedication in  

the face of danger while in  the perform ance of duty. 

Recipients 
Firefighter  Lawrence Adamczyk, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /EMT Pat r ick J . Brown, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Raymond L. Cullar , Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Lieutenant  David Leno, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /EMT Salvatore Mast rodomenico, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  William Monaco, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /EMT Gonzalo Pazmino, Chicago F ire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Anthony Pucci, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /EMT Er ic Troken, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Rober t  Underhill, Kankakee Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /Paramedic Michael Babb, Waukegan Fire Depar tment  

Lieutenant  Tom Chr istensen, Waukegan F ire Depar tment  

Firefighter /Paramedic J acob Mount , Waukegan Fire Depar tment  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Medal of Honor Award  

T he Medal of Honor is the h ighest award given by the state of Illinois to a fire-

fighter for an act of outstanding bravery or heroism , by which the firefighter has 

dem onstrated in  great degree the characteristics of selflessness and personal 

courage above and beyond the call of duty, under adverse conditions, with  the 

possibility of extrem e personal risk . 

Recipients 

Firefighter /Paramedic J ason Durbin , Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Rober t  Mansfield, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  Chr is Reischl, Chicago Fire Depar tment  

Lieutenant /Paramedic Kevin  W. Sear s, Hazel Crest  Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter  J ames Shields, Hazel Crest  Fire Depar tment  

Firefighter /Paramedic Kar ra  Kopas, Homewood Fire Depar tment  

Engineer  David W. Morr is, Pekin  Fire Depar tment  


